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This unit contains lists of words and ideas to help in the teaching of the Key 

Stage 2 spelling objectives 

A page is devoted to each individual objective, although there are obvious links 

between objectives.  

The following objectives are covered in this unit of work: 

Objective 19:  

To distinguish between the spelling and meanings of common 

homophones, e.g. to/two/too; they’re/their/there; piece/peace 

 

Objective 20:  

To spell regular verb endings s, ed, ing (link to grammar work on 

tenses) 

 

Objective 21: 

To spell irregular tense changes, e.g. go/went, can/could  

 

Objective 22:  

To recognise and spell the suffixes al, ary, ic 

 

Objective 23:  

To recognise and spell the suffixes ship, hood, ness, ment 

 

Objective 24:  

To investigate the ways in which nouns and adjectives. e.g. fix, 

simple, solid, drama, dead can be made into verbs by use of the 

suffixes ate, ify, etc.; investigate spelling patterns and generate 

rules to govern the patterns 

 

The word lists are not exhaustive; they have been selected as the most 

common and appropriate words for the age group. 

 

 

 



Objective 19:  

To distinguish between the spelling and meanings of common 

homophones, e.g. to/two/too; they’re/their/there; piece/peace 

 

Activities: 

Shows words and talk about meanings. Practise spelling the words.  

 

Make individual flashcards (e.g. there/their) for children and ask them to hold up the correct spelling 

in response to a sentence in which the meaning is clear. 

 

Play Kim’s game – place cards face-down and hunt out the pairs. You can claim a pair if you can 

prove you know the correct meaning using a dictionary. 

 

Look for homonyms (same spelling, different meanings, e.g. bear). 

 

Research history of words to explain the origin of some homophones’ spellings. 

 

 

Notes 

 The homophones in this list apply to the high frequency word list only. 

  

 Many homophone choices are best taught as a grammatical issue, e.g. there/their. 

 

 Analogy with family groups can be helpful, e.g. our, your; here, where, there. 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective 20:  

To spell regular verb endings s, ed, ing (link to grammar work on 

tenses) 

Activities: 

Investigate how each ending is added in each of the four cases listed above. Use lists to encourage 

children to generalise and add further examples 

Play card sorts, matches and games, e.g. collect word families, collect es endings.  

Use the lists above for word investigations, e.g. can children spot the rule for doubling of 

consonants? Can they find further examples of the word families on the lists below? 

Notes:  

It is difficult to practise the future tense, not least because the future tense does not exist as such in 

English, but is formed in combination with other verbs (I will go, I am going to go).  

Most verbs simply add s, ed and ing to indicate tenses.  

When a single-syllable verb ends with a consonant preceded by a short vowel you double the final 

consonant when adding ed or ing.  

If a word ends in e, avoid the double e by dropping one as necessary.  

If a word ends in a consonant plus y, change y to i before adding es or ed, but to avoid creating a 

double i, keep the y in place for the adding of ing.  

If a word ends in a hissing or buzzing sound, add an e before the s. This makes it sayable, and 

helpfully creates an extra syllable. 



Objective 21: 

To spell irregular tense changes, e.g. go/went, can/could  

 

Activities 

Brainstorm or collect irregular tense endings and sort them into like groups, e.g. ow – ew; ing – ang; 

ind – ound; ell – old. 

 

Play card sorts, matches and games using pairs from the list above.  

 

 

Notes 

 These irregular plural forms are survivals from Old English in which change of medial vowel 

was widely used to indicate change of tense.  

 

 

 

 



Objective 22:  

To recognise and spell the suffixes al, ary, ic 

 
Activities 

 

List words with these suffixes (use the term suffix) and, over a period of time, add to the lists of 

these words. 

Investigation – what is the general meaning of the suffixes and what spelling patterns do they 

follow? 

Investigation – using dictionaries, including rhyming and crossword dictionaries, to collect words to 

add to the list 

Discuss and Identify the root words behind some words with these suffixes. 

 

Notes  

 al, ary and ic are vowel suffixes. Root words drop a final e or change y to i before taking the 

suffix.  

 al often follows on and ic.  

 ary – in some cases the root is not always obvious, e.g. temporary = tempor(al) + ary. 

Unstressed, it is often confused with ery. One approach is to seek out base words ending in e 

to indicate ery, e.g. stationer or saddle.  

 Roots are often hard to detect in this group of words. 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective 23:  

To recognise and spell the suffixes ship, hood, ness, ment 

 
Activities: 

Identify words with these suffixes (use the term suffix) and, over a period of time, build lists of these 

words.  

 Investigation – what is the general meaning of the suffixes, e.g. what does ship mean in ownership, 

authorship, etc?  

Investigation – using dictionaries, including rhyming and crossword dictionaries, collect words to add 

to the collections of words with one or other of these suffixes. 

 

 

Notes: 

 ship, hood, ness and ment are simply added unless a final y needs to be changed to i.  

 Roots are often hard to detect in this group of words.  

 

 

 

 



Objective 24:  

To investigate the ways in which nouns and adjectives. e.g. fix, 

simple, solid, drama, dead can be made into verbs by use of the 

suffixes ate, ify, etc.; investigate spelling patterns and generate 

rules to govern the patterns 

 

Activities: 

Make a verb factory – build lists of words over time by brainstorming or collecting from texts, to 

show how nouns, adjectives and verbs can be formed from each other.  

Investigation – collect and talk about the way words attach suffixes to change their function. 

Establish patterns and rules.  

Play word-match games – match verb card to its adjective or noun.  

Word sort – put words into two piles: those that will have to undergo a change before adding a verb 

suffix and those that won’t.  

Investigate exceptions when creating nouns, e.g. poor – poverty; clear – clarity; curious – curiosity. 

Notes 

 One of the functions of a suffix is to change a part of speech; in this case a noun or an 

adjective into a verb and a verb or adjective into a noun.  

 The main suffixes are listed above; others are: efy (liquefy) and esce (effervesce).  

 Most words just add the suffix.  

 When the root word already has a suffix, or it ends in e or y, it has to be removed before the 

new suffix can be added. Watch out, however, for words ending in y if you are adding ness – 

the y changes to i. Fortunately, the i is clearly pronounced. 


