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This unit contains lists of words and ideas to help in the teaching of the Key 

Stage 2 spelling objectives 

A page is devoted to each individual objective, although there are obvious links 

between objectives.  

 

The following objectives are covered in this unit of work: 

7. To investigate and identify basic rules for changing the spelling 

of nouns when s is added 

 

8. To investigate, spell and read words with silent letters, e.g. 

knee, gnat, wrinkle 

 

9. To recognise and generate compound words, e.g. playground, 

airport, shoelace, underneath; and to use this knowledge to 

support their spelling 

 

10. To recognise and spell common suffixes and how these 

influence word meanings, e.g. ly, ful, less 

 

11. To use their knowledge of suffixes to generate new words 

from root words, e.g. proud/proudly, hope/hopeful/hopeless 

 

12. To use the apostrophe to spell shortened forms of words, 

e.g. don’t, can’t 

The word lists are not exhaustive; they have been selected as the most 

common and appropriate words for the age group. 

 

 

 



Objective 7:  

To investigate and identify basic rules for changing the spelling of 

nouns when s is added 

 

Activities: 

Clap out syllables for children to work out if they can hear the extra syllable, and thus add es (see the 

second of the Notes below). 

Make flashcards of s and es – ask children to hold up the correct ending for words read out. 

Extension:  

Investigate other plurals: 

– words ending in vowels (es unless preceded by another vowel); 

– words ending in f (ff add s; f or fe use ves); 

– plurals that don’t use s at all, e.g. children, men, women, teeth, oxen, geese, feet, deer, fish, sheep, 

mice, dice, lice, larvae, antennae, etc. 

Notes 

 Most words add s. 

 Add es if the word ends in a hissing/buzzing/shushing sound. Another way to remember this 

is to add es if you can hear an extra syllable when you make it plural. (The e is added to 

make the plural easier on the tongue, putting a buffer between too many s sounds.)  

 Words ending in e – just add s.  

 Words ending in y – add s if the final letter is preceded by a vowel. If not, change the y to i 

and add es 



Objective 8:  

To investigate, spell and read words with silent letters, e.g. knee, 

gnat, wrinkle 

 

Activities: 

Place Post-It notes over the silent letters. Ask children to guess the silent letter underneath. 

Alternatively, write down a random list with silent letters deleted, and invite children to insert the 

letter. 

List words and ask children if they can see any common patterns (e.g. silent k at the beginning is 

always followed by n, and the n is always followed by a vowel). 

Make flashcards for gn and kn. Call out examples from Lists 1 and 2 and ask the children to hold up 

the appropriate silent-letter card. 

Provide a set of cards in which the silent letter(s) have been separated from the rest of the word. 

Children match up letters with cards. 

Play Kim’s game – children turn over two cards and keep any pair that has the same silent letters if 

they can pronounce the word 

Notes:  

 Silent b occurs after m,;  

 silent k and silent g are found before n; 

 silent l follows vowels a, o and ou – it produces a flat-sounding vowel; 

 silent w often precedes r. 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective 9: 

To recognise and generate compound words, e.g. playground, 

airport, shoelace, underneath; and to use this knowledge to 

support their spelling  

 

Activities 

Display a selection of compound words. Invite children to spot what they have in common. 

Introduce the term compound word. 

Make a list of any other compound words  

Use maps and atlases to collect place names that are compound words. 

Make some cards containing common base words play around with them to see if you can come up 

with more compound word. 

Notes 

 Compounds are two or three whole words that combine to make one. 

 Compounds will most often be nouns. 

 The spelling of the base words usually remains unchanged. 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective 10:  

To recognise and spell common suffixes and how these influence 

word meanings, e.g. ly, ful, less 

 
Activities 

Create collections of words with common suffixes and group them (e.g. see table above). 

Play a matching card game – matching the root word to its suffix. 

Notes  

 ly, ful and less are consonant suffixes. In most cases, the suffix is added without adaptation 

to the root word, except for words ending in y, which change to an i. 

 er and able are vowel suffixes. If the root word ends in an e then it must be dropped before 

the suffix is added, e.g. describe + able = describable. If it ends in y, change the y to an i. 

 ly means ‘in this manner’. 

 ful means ‘full of ’. 

 less means ‘without’. 

 er means ‘for’ or ‘belonging to’. 

 able means ‘able to’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective 11:  

To use their knowledge of suffixes to generate new words from 

root words, e.g. proud/proudly, hope/hopeful/hopeless 

 
Activities: 

Make some cards of base words and suffixes – play around matching base words with suffixes and 

write a list of the new words generated  

 

Notes: 

 The function of these suffixes is to change one part of speech into another, e.g. a noun to an 

adjective (friend/friendly). 

 In some cases the root word needs modification before the suffix can be added, e.g. words 

ending in y and e 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective 12:  

To use the apostrophe to spell shortened forms of words, e.g. 

don’t, can’t 

 

Activities: 

When reading look out for contraction apostrophes.  

Invite children to try placing apostrophes in words already contracted, but with the apostrophe 

removed. Emphasise that the apostrophe represents 

missing letters and not the joining of the two words. 

Write a list of the full words. Invite the children to contract. Also try this vice versa – offer the 

contraction and invite children to expand. 

Encourage children to check own written work. 

Discuss why a writer might choose an apostrophised form rather than the full form. 

Notes 

 The contractions in the list are drawn from the high-frequency word lists. 

 Apostrophes are used where two words have been joined and some letters 

missed out so that a contraction is formed. 

 Contractions occur more frequently in informal language 


