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This unit contains lists of words and ideas to help in the teaching of the Key 

Stage 2 spelling objectives 

A page is devoted to each individual objective, although there are obvious links 

between objectives.  

 

The following objectives are covered in this unit of work: 

1. How the spellings of verbs alter when ing is added 

2. To investigate and learn to use the spelling pattern le as in little, muddle, 

bottle, scramble, cradle 

3. To recognise and spell common prefixes and how these influence word 

meanings, e.g. un, de, dis, re, pre 

4. To use their knowledge of prefixes to generate new words from root 

words, especially antonyms, happy/unhappy, appear/disappear 

5. How words change when er and est are added 

6. How words change when y is added 

 

The word lists are not exhaustive; they have been selected as the most 

common and appropriate words for the age group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective 1:  

How the spellings of verbs alter when ing is added 

 

Activities: 

Collect up a list of ing words and their base words to compare. Talk about the effect of adding ing to 

the words in the ‘ending in e’ and ‘short vowels’ lists. 

Provide some base words and ask children to add ing. 

Make some card-sorting activities and play some games 

Extension (challenging) 

Add ing to words ending in 

– c (add in a k); 

– vowel + y (just add); 

– l (double the l). 

Notes 

 Most words just add ing. 

 Words ending in e drop the e to add ing. 

 Words with a short vowel before the final letter double the final letter. 

 

 

 



Objective 2:  

To investigate and learn to use the spelling pattern le as in little, 

muddle, bottle, scramble, cradle 

 

Activities: 

Collect a list of le words from texts or by brainstorming.  

Investigate the list for familiar patterns, particularly for the letters that tend to precede the le.  

Talk about adding suffixes such as ly, ing, and draw attention to the dropping of the e.  

Sort the list of words into family groups, e.g. those preceded by double letters, those preceded by 

ck, etc.  

Word-hunt in books, comics, newspapers for more examples. 

Word-hunt for el and al words. 

Notes:  

 le is much more common than el or al. 

 It is easy to distinguish between cel and cle because the c is always soft in the former and 

hard in the latter. (Compare parcel and particle). 



 The vast majority of le endings are preceded by letters which feature an ascender or 

descender. 

 al words include pedal, metal, cannibal, medal, petal, and the al suffix appears in words like 

medical and magical. 

 el was originally a suffix meaning small. Examples include satchel, label, model, angel, parcel, 

quarrel, cancel, excel, channel, funnel and tunnel. 

 There are a huge number of other le words which are part of a split digraph, e.g. sale, tale, 

whole, mile, etc. These have been excluded from the list. This particular le ending does not 

produce an extra syllable in the way it does in the list above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective 3: 

To recognise and spell common prefixes and how these influence 

word meanings, e.g. un, de, dis, re, pre 

 

Activities 

Talk about the base word and ask how the prefixes have changed the meaning of the words, and 

what the prefix means. 

Make cards of the prefixes and the words. Match them back together or play Kim’s game.  

Extension 

Play Definitions game –  provide a definition and challenge the learner to find the right word. 

Find words using the letter sequence but when it is not a prefix, e.g. disturb, devil, read, preach and 

uncle. 

 

Notes 

 un means ‘not’;  

 de means ‘making the opposite of ’;  

 dis means ‘not’, ‘the opposite of ’;  

 re means ‘again’;  

 pre means ‘before’  

 A hyphen sometimes appears between the prefix and the word, e.g. de-ice 

 

 

 

 



Objective 4:  

To use their knowledge of prefixes to generate new words from 

root words, especially antonyms, happy/unhappy, 

appear/disappear 

 
Activities 

Write down words and ask learners to think of the paired word (happy/unhappy)  

Play flashcards. Play Kim’s game – place cards upside down and hunt out the pairs of words and their 

opposites. 

Children select an antonym, then come up with synonyms – e.g. unhappy, miserable, depressed; 

unseen, invisible, camouflaged.  

Children prepare dominoes – antonym one side, synonym on the other  

 

Notes  

 Just add the prefix – a no-nonsense rule. This accounts for the double n in unnecessary and 

the double s in dissatisfied.   

 Useful for handwriting practice.  

 Stressing the meaning of prefixes is a support for spelling and vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective 5:  

How words change when er and est are added 

 
Activities: 

Think of words ending in er and est– talk about how changing the suffix changes the meaning. 

Play a matching game – base words have to be paired with suffixes. 

Extension: 

Find exceptions, e.g. good, better, best; bad, worse, worst; far, farther, farthest. 

Investigate the use of more and most, e.g. more curious, more intelligent, 

more sensible. 

 

Notes: 

 Most words just add er and est.  

 Words ending in e drop the e and take the suffix.  

 Words containing a short vowel before the final consonant double the consonant.  

 Words ending in y change y to i to add the suffix. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Objective 6:  

How words change when y is added 

 

 

Activities: 

Think of words ending in y – talk about how changing the suffix changes the meaning. 

Discuss that some base words drop e or double their consonants when y is added.  

 

Notes 

 Most words just add y. 

 Double the final consonant if it is preceded by a short (rap) vowel. 

 Words ending in digraph e drop the e to add the y. 


