


Pupil Development Grant School Statement 

This statement details our school’s use of the PDG for the 2025 to 2026 academic year. 

It outlines our strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and the effect that last year’s spending had within our school. 


School Overview

	Detail
	Data

	School name
	 Ysgol Y Faenol 

	Number of learners in school 
	 148

	Proportion (%) of PDG eligible learners
	 20%

	Date this statement was published
	 October 2025

	Date on which it will be reviewed
	 April 2026

	Statement authorised by
	 R Jones 

	PDG Lead
	 R Jones

	Governor Lead
	 K Naylor


 
Funding Overview

	Detail
	Amount

	PDG funding allocation this academic year
	£36800

	 
	 

	 
	 

	Total budget for this academic year
 
	£36800








Part A: Strategy Plan

Statement of intent

	You may want to include information on:
· What are your ultimate objectives for the children being supported?
· How does your current strategy plan work towards achieving those objectives?
· What are the key principles of your strategy plan?



Intended outcomes 

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how we will measure whether they have been achieved.
	Intended outcome
	Success criteria

	Build increased sense of citizenship and belonging, through expanding community engagement and local partnerships. 
	· Learners making connections and effectively transferring their learning into new contexts.
· High quality learning and experiences provided by drawing effectively upon contributions from the community and other partners to support 
· Providing broad and balanced learning experiences
· Increased understanding of citizenship, engagement in the community and an improved sense of identity in the locality, Wales and the world

	Develop deeper practitioner pedagogical understanding of process thinking and higher order thinking. Support learners at risk of adverse outcomes to apply process thinking and high order thinking across the curriculum. 
	· A clear vision for learning, teaching and the curriculum that secures the best possible progress and wellbeing for all learners
· Assessment information used effectively to support all learners, including vulnerable learners, to make the progress of which they are capable.
· A strong culture of professional learning that supports the school to realise its vision for this priority. 
· The most suitable and where appropriate flexible teaching approaches are used to support learners to progress?
· Intervention strategies are selected, implemented and evaluated robust to support learners to make best progress. 


	Supporting positive engagement with families and developing multi-agency engagement

	 


 
Activity in this academic year

This details how we intend to spend our PDG this academic year to achieve the intended outcomes listed above
	We will focus on the following key areas:
· high-quality learning and teaching
· Community Focused Schools
· early childhood play, learning and care
· high aspirations supported by strong relationships
· health and wellbeing
· leadership
· Curriculum for Wales




Learning and teaching

Budgeted cost: £34800
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach

	Activities to support Health, Well-being and engagement of children and young people e.g drawing and talking therapy, outdoor learning
	Research on the benefits of outdoor learning has shown a wide range of positive 
outcomes for children. Key findings from various studies, including Harvard University, include improved executive functioning, improved mental health, connection with nature and environment, enhanced learning outcomes and positive behavioural changes.

Research indicates that Talking therapies support emotional expression, improved communication and enhance resilience. 

	Activities to support Early Childhood Play, Learning and Care e.g. speech and language development, outdoor learning, active play-based learning  
	EEF: On average, the studies of play that measure impact found that play-based learning approaches improve learning outcomes by approximately four additional months. Positive outcomes have been identified for a range of early learning outcomes including language, early literacy, early numeracy and a range of other cognitive outcomes. Play-based approaches can have substantial benefits for children who are identified as having social, emotional, or educational difficulties.
Research on the benefits of outdoor learning has shown a wide range of positive 
outcomes for children. Key findings from various studies include improve executive functioning, improved mental health, connection with nature and environment, enhanced learning outcomes, positive behavioural changes.

EEF: Communication and language approaches typically have a very high impact and increase  learning by several months.

	Activities to support Learning and Teaching e.g. outdoor learning, philosophy for children (P4C), speech and language and literacy development, personalised learning
	Research on the benefits of outdoor learning has shown a wide range of positive 
outcomes for children. Key findings from various studies, including Harvard University, show improved executive functioning and enhanced learning outcomes. 
EEF: There is evidence that P4C had a positive impact on Key Stage 2 attainment. Results suggest that P4C had the biggest positive impact on Key Stage 2 results among disadvantaged pupils (those eligible for free school meals)

EEF - Supporting socially disadvantaged pupils to excel in literacy is critical to closing the attainment gap between this group of pupils and their peers: Purposeful speaking and listening activities support pupils’ language development: Promote high quality dialogue in the classroom, between the teacher and the pupils and between pupils, to support pupils to develop their thinking and use of language; Extend pupils’ vocabulary by explicitly teaching new words, providing repeated exposure to new words, and providing opportunities for pupils to use new words.

EEF Tailoring Personalised Support: Use a robust assessment tool to identify the eligible children with the greatest needs in their communication and language
Offer those children tailored, personalised support, monitor the children’s progress closely, using assessment tools, so you can check that the approach is working. By using personalised support strategies, research shows we can begin to bridge the gap between research evidence and our practice to ensure that every child thrives. 






Community Focused Schools (to include: (i) building strong partnerships with families; (ii) responding to the needs of the community; (iii) collaborating with other services)

 Budgeted cost: £1000
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach

	Building Strong Partnership with families 
	Evidence based practices highlight the importance of effective 
communication, support, and partnership in building stronger relationships with families, particularly those experiencing deprivation. 


 
Wider strategies (for example and where applicable, Health and Well-being, Curriculum and Qualifications, Leadership and Raising Aspirations)

Budgeted cost: £1000
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach

	Attendance Support based on: 
Communication
Targeted planning support with family members
Engagement in learning
	There is a very small positive impact, on average, for communication to parents on attendance and a small positive impact for other parental engagement interventions. We will therefore undertake this activity, but the focus of our work will be on engagement and enjoyment in learning for pupils and parents – see above. 



 
Total budgeted cost: £ 36,800
 
Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic year

PDG outcomes

This details the impact that our PDG activity had on pupils in the 2024 to 2025 academic year. 
	Activity
	Impact

	
	



Externally provided programmes

Please include the names of any programmes that you purchased in the previous academic year. This will help us identify which ones are popular in Wales.
	Programme
	Provider

	Smiling Minds
	 Smiling Minds

	Drawing & Talking Therapy
	 Drawing & Talking 

	Philosophy4Children 
	Saphere

	Drawing Club/Curiosity Club 
	Can I go and play now

	Wellcomm
	GL Assessments 


Further information (optional)

	Use this space to provide any further information about your PDG strategy. For example, about your strategy planning, or other activity that you are implementing to support pupils from low-income households, that is not dependent on PDG.
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